
A Regular Meeting of the Oscoda County Road Commission 

was held on Tuesday April 19, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. at the 

Tri-Town Fire Hall, Mio, Michigan 

Members Present:  Chairman James Houlton, Vice-Chairman Roger J. Wiegand, Member Dennis Morse, and 

Member Thomas S. Siegler. Excused: Member David D. Yoder.  Also present:  Jim Cooper, Oscoda County Road 

Commission Superintendent, Jack Kischnick, County Commission liaison, Tom McCauley, Greenwood Township 

liaison, Matt Varcak from the Oscoda County Herald, two members of the public: Jim Bundoff and Sylvia Bondar. 

Chairman Houlton called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

The Board reviewed the minutes from their Regular Board Meeting on April 5th and approved them as written. The 

vouchers for payroll and accounts payable were also approved as presented. 

Wiegand/Siegler to approve the minutes of April 5, 2016, as presented 

2016-038  4 ayes : 0 nays ; Motion carried 

Morse/Wiegand to approve the Master Vouchers for accounts payable in the amount of  

2016-039 $177,520.18 and payroll in the amount of $31,490.08, subject to audit 

  4 ayes : 0 nays ; Motion carried 

Manager’s Report 

 The US Forest Service added an extra $34,000 to our road maintenance contract with them, bringing the 

total to $49,000. 

 The Mapes Road Phase II file review was done. We have a few things to get to the auditor and we will be 

able to close out the project. 

 Wed., Apr. 20, 2016 – There will be a GI meeting for the Kittle and Zimowske Rd projects 

 Fri., Apr. 22, 2016 6:00 am – There will be Mine Safety training. 

 At the last meeting I stated that the Phase One of Zimowske Rd would be in the June letting. I received a 

call from Local Agency programs this week, and they informed me that the MOA with Eastern Federal 

Lands will take longer than expected to complete. This will cause the project to be let in August or 

September, and construction of Phase One and Two to both take place in 2017. 

 Dust Control contracts were due on Friday, April 15th. We still need them back from Big Creek and Clinton 

townships. 

 We have begun removing country curb from gravel roads to provide positive drainage, plus the reclamation 

of gravel bladed to the sides. It may cause roads to get sloppy in the next rains, but once it is compacted and 

brined, the roads will be in much better shape during rain events. 

Public Comment was received at this time: 

 Jim Bundoff came to say that the road commission has been doing a great job, even though we have had 

some crazy snow and storms with trees coming down.  

 Tom McCauley said that he had a complaint from one of Greenwood’s residents. Manager Defour said that 

he had also talked to her; the day that she called, there was a truck on its way up to work on that road, and it 

broke down. The next day, the truck was fixed, and it went there and did the work. 

 The frost tube on 608 needs to be replaced. We will need to get a boring rig and drill a new hole, hopefully 

this summer. 

 Sylvia Bondar spoke of her issues with flooding ever since Mapes Road had been redone. She has had four 

floods this year, and has taken numerous pictures to document this. There is a culvert under Mapes Road 



that has always been there, but was plugged for many years. A few years ago, Jim Cooper’s crew steamed it 

open, and it caused a flood in her yard. The culvert is now plugged, so we will watch it to see if that solves 

the problem. 

County Commissioner’s Report 

County Commissioner Jack Kischnick reported that they have some Title III funding in the amount of $19,000. 

This is available for various projects in our area, mostly to do with fire control. The application deadline is May 6. 

He reminded anyone that is running for public office must have their paperwork completed and turned in by today 

at 4:00 pm. He also reported that there will be an RV safety class at the Community Center to be held Saturday, 

April 23 from 8:30-4:30. 

New Business  

a. Skip Lee, who was the road commission manager form 1972-1994 passed away last week. Clerk 

Matthews will get a sympathy card so that commissioners can sign it. 

 

Unfinished Business 

a. Zimowske Rd east end culverts: one has been replaced with a used culvert, and we will be replacing the 

other with another used culvert as soon as the water recedes a little bit more. 

b. Shop Foreman Layman is still working on new truck specifications, but there are currently two trucks in 

the shop that need to be repaired, delaying him a little. 

No Public Comment was received at this time. 

Chairman Houlton adjourned the meeting at 8:40 am. 


